
WHAT’S HAPPENING WHERE AND WHY?  
First, let’s talk about the proposal to build an 
addition to our building.  We finally got a plan 

that worked, that would provide private 
classroom additions, plus a double room with 
the divider open.  This room could give us two 

classrooms, and also could be used for the food 
pantry. 

For us to get church approval, we had to have half the money in cash and 
pledges.  We did that.  

We then had to ask Father Len, as Canonical Pastor, to approve it. 
Then, just as we were about to send the information to Bishop Rankin for his 

approval, the state said we would have to put in a fire suppression system, and 
things ground to a halt again.  We drafted another letter to explain that this 

addition was not to particularly increase capacity, but to provide more room for 
things other than weekend Mass.  The state then allowed it.  They have, 

however, put a capacity limit on it, which in summer might mean the possibility of 
two Masses on Sunday.  On the last day of September, I brought the proposal to 

the diocesan office for the bishop. 
While all this was going on, Hope Lutheran notified us that they were going to 
close and invited us to buy their church.  Truthfully, all of the council members 

who looked at it thought it was something we couldn’t pass up at the price it was 
offered to us.   So, we will own that once we can get all the paperwork in order. In 
the short term, we could use it for extra classroom space, and also use it as our 

food pantry. It could also be used for days of reflection and retreat.  
In talking with the contractor for the building addition, it appears that it is too late 

to start until spring.  That being the case, it is my thought that we could start 
fundraising now so that by the time the building could be started, we would have 

our pledge drive mostly completed. 
Finally, this is why we plan on going ahead with the addition: On Wednesday, we 
need 11 classes. We will start this year with three classes at the rectory, two at 
the United Church of Christ, one in another teacher’s 

home, and five in church. With no changes to the 
Lutheran church, we would still be short.  We can use 

the extra open room for things like the craft sale, 
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IMPORTANT MEETING 
In our diocese, each parish is a separate 

corporation and, by state law, each corporation 
must have an annual corporate meeting.  

Ours will be Sunday, October 25th after Mass, 
about 10:15 a.m.  We will have information from 
our annual financial statement, drawings of our 

building plans.  We’ll also answer any other 
questions you may have. 
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THINGS GOING ON ALL AROUND US 
We try to keep you updated on all the things offered in at least the northern half of the 
diocese ,but sometimes, items slip through the cracks.  So, here’s at least some of the 

happenings: 
Nov. 3 - Leadership Convocation, KI Center, Green Bay — open to all.  Workshops, 

keynote addresses, liturgy with Bishop Ricken and Composer Fr. Robert Dufford 
Nov. 8 - Right here, Confirmation Mass with Bishop Ricken 

Nov. 16-19 - trip to Fr. Solanus Casey Center in Detroit, sponsored by St. Michael 
Church, Keshena 

Oct.20 in Howard, Oct. 27 in Lakewood - Lent and Worship Workshop 
Nov 6-8 - Marriage Encounter, Norbertine Center, DePere 

Nov 10 in Green Bay, Nov. 12 in Lakewood: Radical Christian Hospitality 
Nov 14-15 - The Vocation of Marriage, Catholic Youth Expeditions, Bailey’s Harbor 

Dec. 4-6 - The Life and Vocation of Women, Baileys Harbor 
VARIOUS DATES: Fr. Doerfler will present an evening on end of life issues. 

He’ll speak at 6 different parishes in the diocese.  See the brochure for dates and places 
We try to keep various brochures on the big table, but if you can’t find the one you’re 

looking for, call the office. 
We encourage you to find something that might interest you, and go to the workshop. 

You’re welcome to go on your own, but we would appreciate you letting us know about 
the workshop.  Was it useful? What did you learn? 

New ideas help our parish grow. 

Food distribution in 

November and 

December will be 

on the Tuesday 

before the 

holidays, 

November 24th and 

December 22nd
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THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS 
We are almost at the time to begin our Christmas Giving Tree program.  First State 
Bank in Cecil has obtained the ornaments and is getting ready to set up the tree to 

help needy children up to the age of 14.  Last year there were a substantial number of 
children’s names left on the tree, so if you can help, be assured that the children will 

appreciate your kindness. 
And for both Thanksgiving and Christmas, it would be nice if we could give out 

something special and seasonal each month in our food pantry baskets.  We need 
your help too, in packing and distributing.  Distribution in November and December will 
be on the Tuesday before the holidays, November 24th and December 22nd.  Some of 
our snowbirds who help each month have left for the winter; we need your help more 

than ever. 
 

Let me throw out another suggestion: What about offering a Thanksgiving or 
Christmas dinner next year?  We would have a whole year to plan, to look for 

donations, and to get people to cook, serve, and clean up.  What do you think? 
 

VOLUNTEERISM 
We couldn’t survive without our willing, even if sometimes reluctant, volunteers.  

Thanks to your generosity and connectedness,  we have many helpers – but we could 
always use more.  We can use more ushers – particularly in the evening. (Did you 

know that women can usher, too?)  We also need Eucharistic Ministers and lectors, 
again even more in the evening.  Maybe you would like to greet people every so often. 
What about going out and visiting new parish members?  In the summer, we look for 
chaperons for a week-long trip.  We also encourage your ideas – especially if you’re 
willing to help make things happen.  What would you like to do or know more about? 

 
ñYou must give some time to your fellow men.  Even if itôs a little thing, do something 
for othersðsomething for which you get no pay but the privilege of doing it.ò  - Albert 



IT’S FLU SEASON AGAIN 
Every year flu season comes, and every year I get complaints.  Why do we shake 
hands?  Why do we share the cup?  And every year I answer basically the same way: 
if it bothers you, don’t do it.  There’s no rule that you have to shake hands.  You 
receive Jesus fully under either species, so you don’t have to share the cup. 
 
And don’t glare at those who choose not to shake your hand.  It’s time for you to not 
worry about what other people might think.  Do what you choose when there is no 
absolute right or wrong.  We seem to have a lot of trouble in life accepting the 
possibility that there could be more than one way of doing things.  We have hand 

sanitizers on the tables.  You can bring your own pocket size bottle of sanitizer, 
too.  People can choose. 

 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICE 
On Wednesday, December 11 @ 6:30 p.m. we have our annual Advent Penance 

Service.  It’s sort of inside cleaning.  We have six priests scheduled! Come and 

join your neighbors as we get ready for Christmas. 

 

IT MAY SEEM A LONG TIME FROM NOW – BUT 
We have just gotten around to putting up a display around last summer’s work 
camps, and the schedule for next year is already available.  We have to start 

even earlier to pick a date, and to find chaperones.  If any adults would be willing 
to act as chaperones, it’s not too early to talk to Deacon Tom about it. 

.  I am very proud of the young people who have participated in these summer 
workcamps.  They have all had favorable comments about their experiences.  Did you 

read the letters and see the pictures? 
 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES 
Would anyone. or maybe a couple of people, like to talk about organizing an activity 

next summer, such as a trip to a baseball game.  The Milwaukee Museum will have an 
extensive exhibit on the Dead Sea Scrolls starting in January if people might be 

interested in that.  Perhaps, we could even consider a summer pilgrimage to 
LaCrosse, or even just to Green Bay to visit our Cathedral, St. Norbert Abbey’s Church 

and National Shrine to St. Joseph. 

 

WEDDING BANNS 
Every once in a while, someone asks: why don’t you publish wedding banns anymore? 

We aren’t required to.  Why?  Well, quite often the parish doesn’t know the couple.  
With society as mobile as it is, it’s unusual for a couple to be from the same parish.  

When we were largely rural, it seemed everyone knew everyone else.  Now we don’t 
even know people who go to a different Mass each week.  Why am I bringing this up 
now?  Because Nicole Kane is getting married on Friday, October 23rd, and someone 

will ask me why there were so many cars parked here at 1:00 p.m.  And we have 
scheduled 5 weddings in the coming year, which is the most I’ve ever had scheduled 

in my 26 years as a deacon. 

 

KIDS IN CHURCH 
A little boy was overheard praying:  ―Lord, if you can’t make me a better boy, don’t 

worry about it.  I’m having a real good time like I am.‖ 
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PARISH CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

St. Martinõs Congregation 
Office:  418 S. Warrington Street 
Church:  407 S. Warrington Street 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 144 
Cecil WI  54111-0144 

Web Site  www.stmartin-cecil.org 
 
Phone:  715-745-6681 

E-mail us at 

stmartin_cecil@frontiernet.net; or 

deacontc83@yahoo.com 

October 

10 Jail Ministry 

10 Emmaus Coffee 

12 Columbus Day 

12 Finance Council Meeting 

13 Communion Service @ Evergreen 

17 Sweetest Day 

20 Communion Service @ Manor Care 

20 Parish Council Meeting @ Church 

21 CCW Meeting 

23 Coffee, Cake, & Fellowship 

24 Jail Ministry 

25 Annual Parish Meeting 

25 Priesthood Sunday 

27 Food Pantry Packing 

28 Food Pantry Distribution 

28 No RE - Catechist Training #3 

31 Halloween 

 

November 

1 All Saints Day 

1 Daylight Saving Time Ends 

1 After-Mass Coffee sponsored by 

    11th & 12th Graders 

3 Communion Service @ Birch Hill 

3 Election Day 

3 Dioceses Leadership Convocation @ 

    KI Center, Green Bay 

6 First Friday Adoration til 7 p.m. 

8 Confirmation Mass w/ Bishop Ricken 

10 Communion Service @ Evergreen 

11 Veterans Day 

14 Jail Ministry 

14 Emmaus Coffee 

17 Communion Service @ Manor Care 

17 Parish Council Meeting @ Church 

18 CCW Meeting 

21&22 CCW Craft & Bake Sale 

22 Feast of Christ the King 

23 Food Pantry Packing (MONDAY) 

24 Food Pantry Distribution (TUESDAY) 

25 No RE classes 

26 Thanksgiving Day 

28 Jail Ministry 

29 1st Sunday of Advent 

 

December 

1 Communion Service @ Birch Hill 

4 First Friday Adoration til 7 p.m. 

6 After-Mass Coffee sponsored by 

    5th & 6th Graders 

8 Feast of Immaculate Conception 

    (HolyDay of Obligation) 

8 Communion Service @ Evergreen 

9 Advent Reconciliation Service 

12 Jail Ministry 

12 Emmaus Coffee 

12 & 13  Retired Religious Collection 

15 Communion Service @ Manor Care 

15 Parish Council Meeting @ Church 

16 CCW Meeting 

16 Christmas Pageant  (Religious Ed) 

18 Coffee, Cake, & Fellowship 

21 First Day of Winter 

21 Food Pantry Packing (MONDAY) 

22 Food Pantry Distribution (TUESDAY) 

24 Christmas Eve 

25 Christmas 

27 Feast of Holy Family 

29 Communion Service @ Birch Hill 
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Communion Service 
 TuesdayñFriday @ 9:00 a.m. 
 
Religious Education Classes- 
     Wednesdays: 
 Grades 1-5 start @ 6:15 p.m. 
 Grades 6-11 start @ 6:30 p.m. 


